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OBITUARIES. 

Charles A. Peabody. 

Mr. Peabody, a Fellow of this Society since 1871, and for the 
past seven years a Member of the Council, died in New York on 
the 4th of July last at the age of eighty-seven years. 

He was born at Sandwich, New Hampshire, and was graduated 
from the Harvard Law School in 1837. In 1855 he was appointed 
Justice of the Supreme Court of New York State; and in 1862 
President Lincoln made him Judge of the United States Provincial 
Court for Louisiana. He was Judge also of the Criminal Court in 
New Orleans, and he became in 1863 Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Louisiana. In 1865 he was appointed U. S. Attorney for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana, but resigned the position, and 
returned to New York, where he resumed the practice of the law 
till within a few years of his death. 

Baron A. E. Nordenskjold. 

This great naturalist and Arctic explorer died in Stockholm on 
the 12th of August at the age of sixty-nine years. 

Nordenskjold was born at Helsingfors, and educated in the uni- 
versity of his native place. He settled in Sweden, where in 1858 
he became Professor of Mineralogy in Stockholm. He made numer- 
ous voyages in the Polar seas, and undertook in 1870 to explore the 
inland ice of Greenland. This journey gave him an opportunity 
to study the nature of the ice formation, previously unseen by any 
geologist. He and his companion Dr. Berggren made rich collec- 
tions of plants, marine animals, and stone implements. As the 
result of his inquiries and observations during this expedition he 
recorded the judgment [not confirmed by the experience of others] 
that dogs could not be employed with advantage in long sledge 
journeys in the regions where no game was to be had. In 1872 he 
made a voyage to Spitsbergen; and another in 1875 to the Kara 
Sea and the Yenisei River. The memorable passage of the Vega 
around the Arctic coast of Europe and Asia followed, in 1878- 
1879. In 1883, Nordenskjold penetrated the ice on the east coast 
of Greenland — the last of his explorations. 

Besides his many scientific papers he wrote : The Voyage of the 
Vega round Europe and Asia; The Second Swedish Expedition to 
Greenland; and two contributions of remarkable value to the 
history of cartography — The Facsimile Atlas, and The Periplus. 
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Baron Nordenskjold was elected a Corresponding Member of 
the American Geographical Society in 1872, and an Honorary 
Member in 1878. 

John Fiske. 

Prof. Fiske died on the 4th of July last, at East Gloucester, 
Massachusetts. 

He was born at Hartford, Connecticut, in 1842, and his name 
was originally Edmund Fiske Green. At the age of 13 he took the 
name of his great-grandfather, John Fiske of Middletown, in which 
place his boyhood was passed. He was graduated at Harvard 
University in 1863, and at the Law School in 1865; but he never 
practiced law. He became University Lecturer on philosophy 
and history, and he was for more than twenty years a member of 
the Board of Overseers. 

Mr. Fiske was remarkable from his earliest years for devotion 
to study. He acquired languages with facility, and ranged through 
literature and science with equal zest and thoroughness. He 
was a good musician and singer, and he found time, with all his 
omnivorous reading, for out-of-door life and recreation. Though 
overweighted with flesh, he was apparently in robust health in spite 
of an absolute indifference to the laws of hygiene. His manner of 
life was described hy himself in these words: 

Always sit in a draft, when I find one ; wear the thinnest clothes I can find, 
winter and summer ; catch cold once in three or four years, but not severely, and 
prefer to work in a cold room, 55 to 60 degrees. Work the larger part of each 
twenty-four hours, and by day or night indifferently. Scarcely ever change a word 
when once written, eat when hungry, rarely taste coffee or wine or smoke a cigar, but 
drink two or three quarts of beer each day, and smoke a pipe all the time when at 
work. Never experienced the feeling of disinclination for work, and, therefore, 
never had to force work. If I feel dull when at work, a half hour at the piano 
restores normal mental condition, which is one more argument for the hygienic and 
recuperative effects of music. 

He was a prolific writer on almost all subjects, his more extended 
works being philosophical and historical ; and all his productions 
were marked by sound scholarship, masculine good sense, and fair- 
ness of mind, which found expression in a clear and animated 
style, marred by occasional lapses into colloquialism. His contri- 
butions to American history may be regarded as his enduring 
monument. 

Mr. Fiske was elected a Corresponding Member of the American 
Geographical Society in 1896. 



